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ACT ONE

SCENE A

Felicity a young woman, sits onstage. A young 
Franciscan priest, Father Jonah (abbreviated Fr. 
Jonah) sits next to her. Father Jonah wears a 
purple confession stole over his habit.

FELICITY
Bless me Father for I have sinned--

FR. JONAH
You know this won’t count, right?

FELICITY
Yes. 

FR. JONAH
I mean, you can’t make a confession with other people listening. 

FELICITY
It’s a play, Father.

FR. JONAH
Want to ask them to leave?

FELICITY
They just got here! Some of them might even be strangers, not just friends I bugged into 
coming. I can’t do that. 

FR. JONAH
Well. I don’t really know how to help you right now.

FELICITY
It’s a scene about confession. I have to go to confession in my play called Conversations 
I’ve Never Had. 

FR. JONAH
You go to confession all the time. We have this conversation all the time.

FELICITY
You don’t know what I’m about to confess. 

FR. JONAH
Whoa! What does that mean?



FELICITY
You have to hear my confession!

FR. JONAH
But it won’t count.

FELICITY
It’s theatre. Nothing “counts.”

FR. JONAH
Hey, you used air quotes! I love air quotes!

FELICITY
I know.

FR. JONAH
I wrote another reflection for my book. Wanna hear it? 

FELICITY
Yeah, but if you read it now it’ll become part of the play. I mean, I don’t have super high 
hopes for this play’s future but you never know. 

FR. JONAH
I don’t get what this is. Let me go back to the friary.

FELICITY
You’re not even the real Father Jonah. You’re just an actor.

FR. JONAH
Is the actor playing me a priest?

FELICITY
No. I don’t even know if he’s a Catholic. He’s just some guy who showed up at the 
audition.

FR. JONAH
Are you paying him?

FELICITY
No. I made him take a temporary vow of poverty to get into character. 

FR. JONAH
You can’t force someone to take a vow of poverty. It’s not binding.

FELICITY
Actors pretty much take vows of poverty on their own, anyway. 
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FR. JONAH
So you are paying him.

FELICITY
I guess it depends on where we’re producing this. 

FR. JONAH
Man, I hate the world. Thank God I’m a friar. I’d hate to be out there, hustlin’ for a buck--

FELICITY
Father, it doesn’t matter what your vocation was, I don’t think you ever would’ve qualified 
as a “hustler.”

FR. JONAH
You used air quotes again!

(beat)
Yeah, I’m not gonna finish the scene. It’s too weird.

FELICITY
You have to stay! I have to go to confession!

FR. JONAH
Why?

FELICITY
As you know, I’m about to be married. And some very well meaning and annoying people 
keep telling me I’m too young and inexperienced to get married--

FR. JONAH
I’m one of them!

FELICITY
--SO, I’m going to go on an adventure to have some experiences. Experiences I’ve never 
had. To find out what it is I have to confess.

FR. JONAH
That doesn’t make any sense.

FELICITY
I can’t shake this feeling, Father. I’ve done something and I need to find out what it is. 

FR. JONAH
Sounds like a bad idea, Felicity. It sounds like you’re inviting trouble into your life. If you 
want to go to real confession for actual sins, call me. 

(beat)
I bet the actor playing me is hungry so I’m going to take him offstage for a sandwich. 

Father Jonah exits. 
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FELICITY
Ugh! Father Jonah! Mercy. 

Felicity exits. 

SCENE 1

Ruth knocks on the door of Brad’s apartment. 
Brad, her fiance, answers in sweats. It’s midnight 
before their wedding day.

RUTH
Brad!

BRAD
Ruth! What are you doing here?

RUTH
I’m nervous. 

Ruth enters the apartment. 

BRAD
About what?

RUTH
I couldn’t sleep. Amy sleeps like a rock. She snores so loud. I’d forgotten. What if that’s a 
genetic thing? What if I snore? Brad! What if I snore? You’ll never sleep again.

BRAD
If snoring is our biggest problem, we’ll be fine. 

RUTH
Right. 

BRAD
What?

RUTH
I don’t know. Is there something I don’t know? Have we talked about everything?

BRAD
I don’t know, have we? What do you want to talk about?

RUTH
I don’t know! I’m just nervous. I don’t know what it’s about.
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BRAD
The wedding. Cold feet. You forgot to tell me that you’re a spy for the CIA and your name 
isn’t really Ruth Trottier.

RUTH
Brad.
I’m not nervous about us.

BRAD
That’s good!

RUTH
We communicate. We did things the right way. We took our time. We’re adults. 

BRAD
I know. 
Hey Ruth, come here. 

Brad holds Ruth.

RUTH
I don’t know why I’m nervous.

BRAD
This is the real thing, okay, Ruth? It’s okay to be nervous. I’m sure everyone is. I’m 
nervous!

RUTH
What do you have to be nervous about? You’re the best.

BRAD
I’m not the best. I get caught up in my work. I’m not religious. I’m not who Amy 
would’ve picked. 

RUTH
Don’t worry about Amy. She’s always protective. 

BRAD
Yeah.

RUTH
Probably because I’m always nervous. 

BRAD
I can handle you being nervous. 

RUTH
Yeah?
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BRAD
I think it’s just wedding jitters.

RUTH
Ugh, the wedding. Why did we invite other people? 

BRAD
You’re right. Let’s un-invite them.

RUTH
I don’t want to be up in front of everybody. Can we hire actors instead? We can elope. 

BRAD
Sounds good to me.

RUTH
I’m not good at dancing and talking to people.

BRAD
I’m not good at church. So you take care of me for the church part and I’ll take care of you 
at the reception.

RUTH
Okay. Okay.

BRAD
Aren’t I supposed to not see you right now? Isn’t that bad luck?

RUTH
I don’t believe in luck.

BRAD
Ruth, we’ll get by! Tomorrow’s going to be fun, you’ll see. You’ll look so pretty and I’ll 
look like a penguin, we’ll eat and hang out with the people we love, and then at the end of it 
we’ll be married!

RUTH
(beat)

What if I do it all wrong?

BRAD
What?

RUTH
You know what.
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BRAD
Oh! That. Is that what you’re worried about? We’ve talked about this. Don’t worry. That’s 
going to be the best part.

RUTH
What if I’m not like the other women?

BRAD
What other women?

RUTH
Your other women.

BRAD
It wasn’t as many as I think you’re thinking--

RUTH
Shhh, la la la, I don’t want to know.

BRAD
You’re right, you are nothing like them.

RUTH
Brad!

BRAD
I waited two years for you, Ruth. I wouldn’t have waited for them. I never would’ve 
thought that I could’ve waited for anyone. But we made it together, we built something 
really beautiful, and tomorrow will be perfect. Don’t worry.

RUTH
You always know the right things to say.

BRAD
I just get lucky. Not lucky!

(beat)
Ruth, you’ll be fine. Virgins have had sex before and lived.

RUTH
Brad.

BRAD
What? I’m sorry. 

RUTH
No you’re not.
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BRAD
Don’t you wanna be my wife?

RUTH
Duh! Of course I do. I’m glad it’s you. 

BRAD
I’m glad it’s you. You’re my stop, Ruth. 
Are we okay?

RUTH
I feel like we are. Do you?

BRAD
I do!

RUTH
I do!! Rehearsal. Serious-I-do.

(serious)
“I do.” 
Happy-I-do.

(happy)
“I do!”

(beat)
You’ll just have to see how I say it. I’ll surprise you. I’ll make a bold choice. 

BRAD
Hey, pretty lady. Feeling better?

RUTH
I’m sorry. I can’t wait to be your wife. I mean, I can wait until eleven A.M. but then--

BRAD
You are so cute. I love you.

RUTH
I love you! Okay I should go before Amy sends out a search team. I hope I don’t snore like 
she does. I guess you’ll find out tomorrow.

BRAD
I can’t wait. Get some sleep, Ruth.

RUTH
When I officially live here for real, I’m putting up some curtains. Finally. And maybe-- 
anyway. Tomorrow!

BRAD
Good night, Mrs. Havel!
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RUTH
Not yet! Tomorrow!

BRAD
Tomorrow. 

Ruth exits. 

SCENE 2

Ruth stands in front of a set of doors in a 
wedding dress. Amy, her older sister, is right 
beside her in a maid of honor dress. 

AMY
Okay. Showtime. Are you sure you wanna do this?

RUTH
Yes, I’m sure.

AMY
Okay. Just-- my baby sister. I don’t even have words! He’s a good man, Ruth. You picked 
a good one.

RUTH
I sure did.

AMY
(looks for her phone)

I don’t have my phone! We gotta take a picture. I’ll be right back.

RUTH
What if it starts?

AMY
It won’t start without me. Just don’t let it. We have to take our last single sister selfie before 
you jump ship on me.

RUTH
I’m not jumping ship.

AMY
I’ll be right back. 

Gardner, late 30’s, male, enters and approaches 
Ruth. 
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GARDNER
Good, she’s gone. She never liked me. 

Ruth turns around and sees Gardner. She’s 
stunned.

RUTH
Gardner.

GARDNER
Hey, kid.

RUTH
You’re here.

GARDNER
Don’t worry, I’m not really.

RUTH
You’re old. 

GARDNER
You’re old. You’re getting married. I think, technically, that makes you older than me now. 
Thanks for the invite, by the way.

RUTH
I didn’t invite you. 

GARDNER
I know-- hey, can’t I get a hug or something? It’s been a long time.

RUTH
No. I’m not sure if I’m talking to you. 

GARDNER
Well, you are. 

RUTH
If you’re here to ruin my wedding, you can go now. It’s happening. I’m marrying him. 

GARDNER
Who, Bram?

RUTH
Brad.

GARDNER
Bram is a much better name. Just more to it, more academia. 
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RUTH
GET OUT, Gardner.

GARDNER
Relax, Ruth! Geez. I’m not here to ruin your wedding. It wouldn’t do much good anyway. 
I’m dead. 

RUTH
You will be if Amy finds you. 

GARDNER
No, I mean I’m actually dead. 

RUTH
You’re dead?

GARDNER
Yup.

RUTH
A ghost.

GARDNER
Fraid so.

RUTH
You’re so full of it. Always playing games. 

GARDNER
Want me to prove it?

RUTH
Go ahead. 

Gardner shoots himself. There isn’t any blood. 
Ruth screams. Gardner pops right back up, 
laughing. 

GARDNER
Geez, you are spooked! This is fun. Way more fun than being alive. 

Amy enters.

AMY
Are you all right?

RUTH
I stubbed my toe. These shoes already hurt.
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AMY
Well they look beautiful so don’t complain. 

RUTH
Are we alone?

GARDNER
(shouting in Amy’s face)

AMY, SHE WANTS TO KNOW IF YOU CAN SEE ME. 

AMY
Yes...

RUTH
Can we pray?

AMY
Sure. 

Amy takes Ruth’s hands. 

AMY (CONT’D)
Oh you want me to do it?

RUTH
Yeah. 

AMY
Okay. 
Father God, I just want to thank you for this beautiful day and this beautiful couple. Thank 
you for Brad and Ruth. Please don’t let Ruth trip on her train or do anything embarrassing. 
We love you. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

GARDNER
Amen! I feel really holy. 

AMY
You look pale. Don’t worry. You’re going to be just fine. 

RUTH
(for Gardner)

I feel great. Brad is so great. He’s the one. 

AMY
Okay okay come here, one last picture... 

Amy and Ruth pose for a selfie. Gardner photo 
bombs it. Amy looks at the photo.
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AMY (CONT’D)
Cute!

GARDNER
Dang it, you can’t see me. Well, you’ll know I was here, Ruth. 

RUTH
It’s a great picture, Amy. I love it.

AMY
Love you, Ruth.

RUTH
Love you too, Amy.

AMY
(music swells)

Oh, that’s my cue. Stay pretty! See you soon!

Amy exits. Ruth ignores Gardner. 

GARDNER
I’m still here, Ruth.

RUTH
If you won’t go away then at least be silent. 

They are silent for a few moments. Ruth’s music 
starts. 

GARDNER
You forgot something. 

Gardner pulls Ruth’s veil down over her face and 
exits. The sanctuary doors swing open and 
there’s a blinding light. Ruth walks down the 
aisle.  

SCENE 3

The morning after the wedding night. Brad and 
Ruth’s honeymoon suite. Brad sits. Ruth enters.

BRAD
Good morning.
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RUTH
Hi! Good morning.

BRAD
I’m happy to see you up.

RUTH
How long have you been up? Should I get up when you get up?

BRAD
Feeling okay?

RUTH
Much better, thank you. 

BRAD
Oh, good. 

RUTH
Sorry. I don’t know--

BRAD
It’s okay.

RUTH
I mean I-- I don’t know why I reacted like that. I feel fine. 

BRAD
It’s okay! It was a stressful day. Maybe it was all a bit too much.

RUTH
Maybe. I don’t know. Is that it? 

BRAD
It’s no problem. I mean, I figured you’d be sensitive. It’s okay. 

RUTH
We can try again later.

BRAD
We have our whole lives! I’m not worried.

RUTH
Me neither. 

BRAD
Good!
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RUTH
And I’ll calm down, or whatever.

BRAD
Don’t worry about it. 

(pause)
Maybe we can take a day trip today or something. There are really pretty waterfalls around 
here. It’d be great to go see some. 

RUTH
Sounds beautiful. 

BRAD
They had those stands up with the flyers and discounts. I mean, of course we don’t have to 
do a discount trip, that’s not what I mean. I’ll go see.

RUTH
Maybe we can go downstairs and look together. 

BRAD
Okay, maybe after we shower. 

(beat)
I mean, after I shower. I’d like a shower. You can shower with me or after I get out or 
whatever you want. 

RUTH
Okay. Maybe I’ll go for a quick swim instead. It looks beautiful. Wanna come?

BRAD
I already went swimming this morning.

RUTH
Without me?

BRAD
I had to clear my head.

RUTH
So you went swimming already.

BRAD
Sorry.

RUTH
Okay! No problem.

(beat)
I want coffee. Do you want some? I might call the front desk.
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BRAD
You don’t have to.

RUTH
You always have coffee.

BRAD
Really, don’t. 

RUTH
Should I go down and get it then?

BRAD
No, Ruth, just--

RUTH
Brad, why aren’t you letting me do anything? I want some things to still feel normal,/ just--

There’s knock at the door. Before either of them 
can answer it, Gardner enters.

GARDNER
Oh! I didn’t know you’d be in here. Room service. 

BRAD
Um. 

GARDNER
They said you were out swimming and to just bring it up. 

BRAD
Nope, we’re here. 
Oh well, a bit of a mix-up, but no problem. 

(to Ruth)
I ordered room service for us. Coffee and breakfast and everything. 

(to Gardner)
Let me find my wallet. 

Brad exits to the bedroom. 

RUTH
What the hell are you doing here?

GARDNER
Just checking in, saying hi. I’m proud of you, by the way. 

RUTH
Did you curse me or something?
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GARDNER
Nope. It’s all you. 

(beat)
Did you do that thing where you vomit and cry? And then you spend the next two hours 
like, “I’m sorry I’m sorry I’m sorry...”

RUTH
I hate you. 

GARDNER
I don’t mean to be insensitive. I just like being the only one you cry to. I’m jealous. 

BRAD (O.S.)
One sec! I had it just this morning...

GARDNER
Did he clean it up? 

BRAD (O.S.)
Ruth, do you have any cash for a tip?

GARDNER
Real men clean it up. Don’t forget that. 

RUTH
How do you know?

GARDNER
I know all sorts of stuff now that I’m dead. Come on, this is a good breakfast. You’re 
gonna really like it. Where’s my tip?

RUTH
How much can I pay you to leave me alone forever?

GARDNER
I’d leave if I actually believed that you wanted me to. Nothing else for me to do now but 
miss you. 

RUTH
Brad, I have cash, just come back in here please. 

GARDNER
Up top.

Gardner holds up his hand for a high five. 

RUTH
No.
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Ruth gets her wallet out. 

GARDNER
Come on, you just got married! High five! 

RUTH
No. 

GARDNER
He’ll be back in here soon. 

Brad enters again. Gardner puts his hand down. 
Ruth gives the cash to Brad who tips Gardner.

BRAD
Thanks again. 

GARDNER
You’re welcome. Congratulations. 

Gardner exits.

BRAD
Weird guy.

RUTH
Maybe he’s just really upset. Maybe he’s not normally like that but he’s just upset. 

BRAD
You’re too nice, always seeing the good in people. 

(beat)
You hungry?

RUTH
Oh my.

BRAD
What?

RUTH
That’s like a really sexy breakfast.

BRAD
It’s just breakfast.

RUTH
No it’s not, it’s obviously not, that’s a sexy breakfast with champagne and strawberries and 
sexy toast. 
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BRAD
What sexy toast, it’s just bread that they heated up really high in normal bread shapes. 

(beat)
What can I do for you right now. 

RUTH
Let’s have coffee. 

BRAD
Okay!

He pours her a cup of coffee. 

BRAD (CONT’D)
Do you want anything else?

RUTH
Not really. I’m not hungry. 

BRAD
Okay. 

They sit drinking coffee.

RUTH
If you want to eat, please do! I don’t mean to stop you. 

BRAD
You don’t mind? I’m starving. 

RUTH
Please eat. 

BRAD
(hoping this works)

I’ve just been craving sexy toast lately, and now it’s finally here.

RUTH
You are not funny.

BRAD
Aren’t I a little funny? Just a little?

Ruth laughs. Brad eats. 

BRAD (CONT’D)
Should we try finding a church while we’re here? There’s gotta be one, right? 
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RUTH
That would be great. You’re the best. 

Ruth also begins to eat. 

SCENE B 

Felicity waits patiently. 

Her step-dad, Step-Dad, enters. Felicity and Step-
Dad hug.

FELICITY
Thanks for coming, Step-Dad! Have a seat. 

STEP-DAD
Good to see you!

Step-Dad sits.

FELICITY
Do you want anything? Hungry, thirsty?

STEP-DAD
Tank’s all full. Thanks though. 

FELICITY
Well, I’ve invited you here to ask you something very special. 

Felicity’s mom, Barbara, enters.

BARBARA
Felicity, who’s this?

FELICITY
Mom! 

BARBARA
Who is this?

STEP-DAD
Hey, Barbara! 

BARBARA
How does he know my name?
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FELICITY
This is my step-dad. 

BARBARA
Step-dad? But your father and I are still married. 

FELICITY
Exactly. So I’ve never had a conversation with my step-dad. Do you mind? We were 
having a conversation. 

STEP-DAD
Ladies, ladies. No need to argue. Felicity here was about to ask me something. 

BARBARA
Oh she was, was she?

STEP-DAD
Yeah, she--

BARBARA
I’m not talking to you, mister. Go ahead, Felicity. 

FELICITY
Well, um-- Braden and I were wondering-- well, Step-Dad, I was hoping that you would 
walk me down the aisle. 

BARBARA
Felicity!

STEP-DAD
I’d be honored!

BARBARA
No you will not! 

FELICITY
Mom, who else am I going to ask?

BARBARA
Your father. 

FELICITY
Mom. 

BARBARA
Me. 
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FELICITY
Mom!

BARBARA
This guy’s not even real!

STEP-DAD
You don’t have to say it like that. I’m right here, you know. 

BARBARA
Who are you?

STEP-DAD
Like you don’t know. We’ve been married for almost ten years.

FELICITY
You and dad got a divorce when I went through that “phase” in high school. It was just too 
much stress on your marriage. 

STEP-DAD
Oh, that phase. That was a doozy of a phase.

BARBARA
You didn’t have a phase, Felicity. What are you talking about?

FELICITY
You always nay-say!

BARBARA
But you didn’t have a phase! You’re my dear daughter. Annie, now she was my daughter 
with the phase. 

FELICITY
See? You never let me even have a phase if I want.

BARBARA
Okay, okay, have a phase! A tattoo? Weird piercing? Drugs? Go ahead, Felicity. Just don’t 
put us in your plays, all right? Does Braden know you want a phase? I bet he doesn’t do 
such things to his mother. 

STEP-DAD
Barbara, maybe we should have a parent meeting about this.

BARBARA
I don’t even know who you are!

STEP-DAD
I’m Step-Dad. 
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BARBARA
Oh, ugh. Felicity. Are we done here?

FELICITY
Sure, Mom. I’m sorry.

BARBARA
Oh, honey. I tried. Your father and I tried. 

FELICITY
I changed everyone’s names, though. I thought that might help. 

BARBARA
Can you get rid of him? Your father would be so upset. 

FELICITY
Sure, Mom. No problem. 

(to Step-Dad)
Get out of here, dude. Scene’s over. 

STEP-DAD
What about your wedding?

BARBARA
Don’t worry about that! Now have a good day. Thanks for stopping by. 

(to Felicity)
Now let’s go get some breakfast. 

FELICITY
That sounds nice! I know a really great place near here...

Felicity and Barbara walk offstage. 

STEP-DAD
Hey! Hey girls, wait for me! We can work this out! Felicity!!

He follows after them.

SCENE 4

The previous scene (and all Lettered Scenes) are 
from Ruth’s new play. Ruth, Brad and Amy put 
the scripts down and look at each other. Silence.

AMY
Where’s the rest?

  Conversations I've Never Had  |  23.



RUTH
It’s coming.

AMY
That’s what today was supposed to be, the unveiling of Act One. That was only eight 
pages.

RUTH
I told you I wasn’t ready.

AMY
I thought you just meant your usual mess, like “I’m not ready but it’s actually fine.”

RUTH
Nope. I just wasn’t ready. 

AMY
(to Brad)

Did you know?

BRAD
Nope.

RUTH
Can you not talk about me like I’m not here?

AMY
If you want to be treated like a professional, meet your deadlines. I came down from--

RUTH
Oh, from New York? Don’t start.

AMY
Like you’re all DC now, you’ve only been living here for a month. And I absolutely will 
start, because I thought you had a full rough draft. 

RUTH
I only got back from the honeymoon two weeks ago. 

AMY
If we don’t get something out soon, all the attention from “The Red Collection” success 
will be gone, Ruth. Penguin Theatre is interested. We told them you had a new play that 
they could read, um, when was it supposed to be in, Brad?

BRAD
Season decisions are in two months. 
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RUTH
What “we”? I’m fine to let The Red Collection success die! Why don’t you take one of the 
other million offers you have, Amy? You’re too good to stay in our living room, even, 
Miss I-Can-Afford-A-Hotel. 

AMY
What kind of family do you think I am? I’m not going to just take other projects over you. 

(beat)
Let’s just talk about what’s already here. These eight. 

RUTH
Thank you. 

AMY
So at the end, Felicity is--

BRAD
Is that name too nineties sounding? 

RUTH
What, one character one time had the name Felicity and it’s over forever?

AMY
Happened to Oliver. And Annie.

RUTH
What, Annie? No it didn’t,/ that’s--

BRAD
Guys! Can we stay on track here?

RUTH
Sorry. What?

AMY
You know if you start a play with the main character going to confession, people are going 
to assume that by the end she’ll have something real to confess. 

RUTH
I know.

AMY
So what’s the big confession?

RUTH
I don’t know yet. 

  Conversations I've Never Had  |  25.



AMY
I bet it has something to do with Barbara, that’s what I think. 

RUTH
Of course you do. 

AMY
What? You’re gonna write about us I’m gonna talk about it. 

BRAD
She’s not writing about us. 

RUTH
He’s right, I’m not. 

AMY
Why do you keep writing her in?

RUTH
Why do you always get so upset about it?

BRAD
Everything all right, you two? 

AMY
We’re fine, Brad. We’re just working. 

RUTH
That’s it.

She exits to the kitchen.

AMY
(to Brad)

I thought you said she was writing. Eight pages?

BRAD
I wasn’t going to hack into her computer. 

AMY
Brad, you gotta be my eyes and ears on the ground here, okay? You and I both know Ruth 
has got to get something else out there. And she should. She was excited about this play at 
first. So you gotta get that back in her! I am counting on you. 

BRAD
I can’t force her to write. 
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AMY
Not force. Encourage.

RUTH
(from the kitchen)

Do either of you want coffee? I’m making coffee. Amy I’m assuming you’re not staying, 
so I guess, Brad, honey, you want some coffee?

AMY
Why am I not staying?

RUTH
Because I just insulted you with a wimpy eight pages and you hate me and are pulling out 
of the project.

AMY
These eight pages aren’t wimpy, it’s the missing ninety or so I’m worried about. You know, 
I’m waiting, Brad’s waiting, Penguin Theatre’s waiting...

RUTH
I know! Okay Amy? I know. I’ll keep writing. 

AMY
Ruth, listen to me. I liked it. Okay? I did. I didn’t mean to stir anything up. 

BRAD
Maybe we shouldn’t have tried to do all this so soon after the wedding.

RUTH
You think we should’ve put off the wedding? Or you think we should’ve put off the 
project? 

(Beat)
Brad?

AMY
All right. I’m gonna go. Bye Ruth, bye Brad, fix her, I’ll be praying. Lord have mercy. 

BRAD
Bye, Amy.

AMY
I know! I’ll choreograph a sixty-minute Fosse number between pages six and six and a 
half. That’ll make the climax on page seven devastating. 

RUTH
GET OUT, AMY. See you tomorrow. You’re coming by before your train leaves, right?
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AMY
Yes. You’d think I was her mother sometimes, wouldn’t you Brad? Don’t answer that. 

RUTH
Bye, Amy. 

Amy exits. Ruth goes into the kitchen.

BRAD
Do you want help with the coffee?

RUTH
No.

BRAD
Ruth.... Ruth...

RUTH
What.

BRAD
I liked our wedding.

RUTH
Drop it.

BRAD
I did! I liked the wedding! I married you, didn’t I? 

RUTH
I guess so.

BRAD
You guess so? Ruth, come here. Put the pot down.

RUTH
I’m making the coffee.

BRAD
It can/ wait--

RUTH
Did you get sugar? We’re out. How am I supposed to make your coffee? --Can you put 
honey in coffee? No-- no, that’s disgusting. I don’t know, I always take mine black. Damn 
it, I wrote sugar on the list, Brad, see, look-- 

(beat)
I guess not. It’s not on the list. Vinegar, that’s on the list, apple cider vinegar. I heard that 
was good to put in your hair, as like a conditioner alternative. Is that why it’s on the list? 
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Am I so?-- I am, aren’t I. So vain that I put some stupid pinterest recipe on the freakin list 
and forgot sugar. I can’t sweeten your coffee with apple cider vinegar. Maybe I would, 
maybe that’s the kind of wife I am. My black heart forgets how much you like sugar.

BRAD
Ruth. 

RUTH
Bradley Havel, we both know why, ultimately, you did not like the wedding so would you 
just let it go, please. 

BRAD
That’s not fair.

RUTH
I’m sorry. 

Ruth gets the coffee mugs out and starts to pour. 

RUTH (CONT’D)
I guess maybe I can find us a nice sugar bowl or something. For when we do have sugar. 
And like a cute little spoon, you know. 

BRAD
Didn’t we register for one?

RUTH
You’re right, we did. But there’s like a million presents over there, how would we find it?

BRAD
Might be kinda fun to see what stuff we got. 

RUTH
We’ll have to write thank you-notes to everyone.

BRAD
Yeah. 

Ruth hands Brad his black coffee. Brad exits.

Gardner enters.

GARDNER
I liked the pages, Ruth. It’s nice to hear your writing again. 

(silence)

RUTH (CONT'D)
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Don’t worry, Ruth. He can’t hear me. I just wanted to tell you that I liked them, that’s all. 
That I’m on your side. 

RUTH
You don’t get to have a side. 

GARDNER
All right, be that way. But I liked the pages. 

Gardner exits.  

SCENE 5

Amy and Ruth are sitting in Ruth’s living room. 
Amy is going through the wedding presents, 
looking at the names. 

AMY
Oh, you got a big one from the Redmonds... wonder what it is. I bet it’s a blender! A 
juicer? Can I open it?

RUTH
Why, do you juice now? 

AMY
Sometimes. It’s better than buying the five dollar bottles of fancy juice. 

RUTH
I’m waiting to open those with Brad.

AMY
Why haven’t you done it yet? 

(beat)
Oh, and an envelope from Aunt Lily... I bet it’s money. At least open the money...

RUTH
I’m waiting!

Amy finds a particular medium sized present.

AMY
What the-- did you see this?

RUTH
What?

GARDNER (CONT'D)
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AMY
He sent you a wedding present?

RUTH
Who? 

AMY
You know who. Gardner. 

RUTH
Well yeah, I don’t know. Maybe he grew up and it’s like a congratulations. 

AMY
How’d he even find out?

RUTH
I don’t know. Maybe because someone insisted on a notice in the newspaper. 

AMY
Because newspaper notices are classy, that’s why. Well I didn’t think he’d read it, I didn’t 
think he still... whatever. This is going in the trash. No, wait, I won’t throw it out here. I 
don’t want you to be tempted to dig it up. 

RUTH
I’m an adult, Amy. I don’t go digging through my trash. 

AMY
Uh-huh. I’m taking it. You and Brad are happy and I’m not going to let this ruin it. 

RUTH
The present won’t ruin it. Believe me. 
When’s your train?

AMY
In an hour don’t change the subject. You and Brad aren’t happy?

RUTH
Of course we’re happy. 

AMY
Now that I think of it, you didn’t change your name or profile picture yet. 

RUTH
That does not indicate happiness.
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AMY
You should be like stupid happy right now. Everyone’s still stupid happy after they get 
married and it’s only been three weeks. Before the wedding you were so excited. What’s 
wrong with you?

RUTH
Nothing. 

AMY
Is it the sex? Is it weird? Are you all elbows and knees?

RUTH
Amy why do you have to be like that?

AMY
I knew it. It’s the sex.

RUTH
Shut up. 

AMY
(referring to the present)

Is it him? Is it this mess? Did you ever tell Brad?

RUTH
What’s the point? Why drag it all back up?

AMY
Because Brad’s your husband, that’s why. Is this the only present you’ve gotten from him?

RUTH
Yes! Would you stop interrogating me? You’re blowing it out of proportion now just like 
you did then. I can handle myself. 

AMY
You know me, Ruth. If you don’t want me to get involved, you just say the word. 

RUTH
I don’t want you to get involved. 

AMY
All right. I’ll stay out of it.

(beat)
Brad didn’t wear his glasses to the wedding, thank God. Are you responsible for the 
contacts? 

RUTH
Would you stop picking on him for two seconds?
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AMY
I’m just making conversation!

RUTH
You’re asking weird and pointed questions.

AMY
I wouldn’t have to keep asking you questions if you’d answer me. 

RUTH
Brad just wanted to switch to contacts all on his own! I like the contacts.

AMY
Me too. He’s got a nice face. 

(silence)
I have to pee. 

RUTH
Don’t announce it.

Amy exits to the bathroom. Gardner enters. Ruth 
is startled.

GARDNER
She’s on to you. 

RUTH
You’re not allowed in here, especially while my family is here.

GARDNER
Amy and I go way back. 

RUTH
She never liked you. 

GARDNER
Good thing she can’t see me then, isn’t it?

RUTH
What do you want?

GARDNER
A turkey sandwich.

RUTH
Can you even eat?
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GARDNER
I don’t know, but I’m hungry!

Gardner sits.

RUTH
Don’t sit down! You’re not staying. 

GARDNER
I’m hungry, Ruth.

RUTH
I don’t have any turkey.

GARDNER
I know. You stopped eating meat after Mrs. Keen’s lecture in sixth grade science. That 
damn hippie. 

RUTH
If I make you this sandwich, will you leave me alone?

GARDNER
I’ll leave you alone for the rest of the day.

RUTH
Life.

GARDNER
Day.

RUTH
I told you, I don’t have any turkey.

GARDNER
Check again.

There’s turkey in the fridge when Ruth goes to 
look. It freaks her out. 

RUTH
IN THE NAME OF JESUS, I COMMAND YOU TO LEAVE.

Amy walks back in. 

AMY
Whoa. Okay. I’ll go. 
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GARDNER
Oops! That didn’t work. 

RUTH
No, Amy, sorry, that’s not what I meant. I don’t know what’s gotten into me! Brad has his 
lunch break soon. I think I’m going to make him a sandwich and bring it down there.

She starts putting the sandwich fixings together.

AMY
That’s sweet. You little lovebirds.

GARDNER
Good cover.

RUTH
(to Gardner)

This isn’t for you. It’s for Brad.

AMY
You just said that. Whoa, are you putting meat on there? You haven’t eaten meat in years.

RUTH
Brad likes it. 

AMY
What has gotten into you?

Gardner sneaks up behind Ruth as she’s cutting 
something.

GARDNER
(to startle her)

Boo!

Ruth is startled and cuts her hand. 

RUTH
Ow! Damn it!

AMY
Are you okay?

(looking at her hand)
Whoa. We should go to the hospital. 

RUTH
It’s fine.
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Ruth wraps a towel around her hand. She tries to 
pack up the sandwich. 

AMY
Put the sandwich down. We’re going to the hospital. 

RUTH
I can’t, I’ve got to--

AMY
Ruth! You are literally bleeding in the sandwich.

RUTH
I am not, don’t be-- ahh, okay, ow, ow, let’s go. 

AMY
You are so stubborn. 

The sisters exit. Amy is busy fussing with Ruth’s 
cut and leaves Gardner’s present behind. 

Gardner enters and sits in Brad’s chair in the 
kitchen. He eats the sandwich. 

GARDNER
This is delicious. Thank you, Ruth. 

Gardner takes another big bite. Then he picks up 
the present and exits. 

SCENE C 

Felicity is doing push-ups. A female drill 
sergeant stands over her. 

DRILL SERGEANT
Two hundred ninety! Two hundred ninety-one! Two hundred ninety-two!

Felicity screams in pain.

FELICITY
(screaming in pain)

I can’t!!!

DRILL SERGEANT
Keep moving! You sorry excuse for a soldier, you will never make it in combat!
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FELICITY
Combat? Like with guns?! I’m scared of guns!

DRILL SERGEANT
Two hundred ninety-three! Two hundred ninety-four!

Felicity’s arms give out. 

FELICITY
I can’t. I’m done. I quit the army.

DRILL SERGEANT
This is the United States Army! You can’t quit! For that you need to do another one 
hundred pushups! Let’s go! 

Felicity is facedown on the floor.

FELICITY
The terrorists have already blown me up. I can’t keep America safe. I’m over, captain.

DRILL SERGEANT
You sorry excuse for a human being! I ought to take you back to your mother’s house and 
put you in your crib, you wimpy, weakling baby! You disgust me!

Drill Sergeant exits. Felicity flops on to her back. 
It takes her a minute to turn over.

FELICITY
Ow! Gently, gently Felicity... Who needs arms? I don’t. I’ll never need my arms again. 
That’s all right. Maybe I can become a really inspirational Lifetime story, the girl with no 
arms. Cross Army off the list... haha! That’s funny! Arms... Army... 

(beat)
I just wanted a career. Theatre isn’t a real career. Inspirational Lifetime story isn’t a career. I 
thought, female soldiers are so in right now. Boot camp bodies are so in right now. What 
was I thinking? 

Barbara enters. 

BARBARA
Oh, Felicity. Look at you.

FELICITY
I failed, mama. The Army kicked me out. Roger that? OUT. I’m the worst soldier in the 
history of America.

BARBARA
All right, that’s enough. Come on, get up.
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FELICITY
I can’t move. 

BARBARA
Don’t be so dramatic.

FELICITY
No, really. I did two hundred squats before she made me do two hundred pushups. I’m 
dead. My body doesn’t work anymore. 

Barbara takes Felicity by the hands.

BARBARA
The things you do for your children. 

Barbara drags Felicity offstage. 

SCENE 6

Ruth is asleep in their bed, tired from the day at 
the hospital. Brad enters.

RUTH
Oh! Hey Brad.

BRAD
I didn’t mean to wake you up. Just checking in. 

RUTH
I’m up. 

BRAD
How are you feeling?

RUTH
My hand still hurts a bit. 

BRAD
I’m sorry.

He kisses her hand.

RUTH
How was your day?
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BRAD
I stepped inside a church. Thought of you.

RUTH
Yeah? What’d you do in there?

BRAD
I just stepped inside for a minute because of the cold. Then I went back out.

RUTH
I wish you’d prayed for us. 

BRAD
I’m still just stepping in. 

RUTH
You know, being in the hospital all day makes you think about death. Maybe thirty times 
today I imagined different ways we die. My hand gets infected and they have to chop it off. 
You’re rushing to the hospital to be with me and you get hit by a bus and die and I refuse to 
ever eat again because you’re dead and I’m sad and then I die. Maybe thirty, forty times 
today my hand’s been amputated before you get home to me, and then I was sad because I 
thought you’d never hold my hand again and why didn’t I appreciate it when you held my 
hand? And it’s nothing. It’s barely a scratch, hand’s all here. Aren’t I crazy?

BRAD
Oh, Ruth. You’re not crazy. Hospitals are awful. I should’ve come, I should’ve just taken 
off work. 

RUTH
I didn’t want you to come. I know you had that big meeting about that Shakespeare city 
project. And it’s all fine, I’m home now.

BRAD
You’re the sweetest. I made you a little something! 

RUTH
You did?

BRAD
(kisses her cheek)

Yup! Whenever you feel like getting up, come to the living room!
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RUTH
You’re the best.

Brad gets up and goes to the kitchen. Ruth wakes 
up and walks into the kitchen, which Brad has 
romantically decorated.

BRAD
Hello, sleepy head.

RUTH
Whoa, what’s all this?

BRAD
To make up for your hand!

RUTH
Oh, Brad. Wow. What a nice surprise. 

BRAD
Well, I figured you wouldn’t want to cook for a while, so I made vats and vats of spaghetti. 
You can just heat it up all week. But for tonight, it will be fresh and delicious! It’s the least I 
could do, since you cut yourself making me a surprise lunch.

RUTH
I love it. I love that you did this. Thank you! 

BRAD
Maybe we just need tonight to ourselves, you know, to relax and eat and drink wine and 
have a real date... like not a date to the theatre or to pick out wedding linens or whatever, 
but just a nice real date. I’m sorry it took me so long.

RUTH
I’m sorry too! I didn’t think of it either. I miss our dates.

BRAD
The spaghetti’s almost ready, five more minutes. 

She kisses him on the cheek.

BRAD (CONT’D)
Sit, sit! Relax! 

They sit.
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RUTH
Tell me all about your big Mischa meeting!

BRAD
He’ll be the death of me. Today he just decided not to like the troupe I built the whole 
proposal around... I should have just lied and said they were European. Or from New 
York. 

RUTH
You’ll think of something. You always do. 

BRAD
How was your day?

RUTH
I did some more work on the play today. Hopefully you’ll have something for him soon. 
It’s Amy he’s after, anyway. 

BRAD
Amy didn’t write The Red Collection. You did. 

RUTH
I was going to explore D.C. some more this week. 

BRAD
Yeah?

RUTH
Yeah. I think I’ll feel better once I have a job and other stuff to do. You know?

BRAD
I totally agree. Maybe we can go exploring together like we used to.

RUTH
That’d be great. 

Silence.

BRAD
Ruth, I just want you to know that I love being your husband. I know we’re not like, all the 
way there yet, but that’s all right. And if you want to talk about it or go to counseling or 
whatever, I’m in. I didn’t have any great marriages to look up to, you know? So I’m just 
making things up as I go along. It’s not what I expected, obviously. But-- I just need you to 
know that I’m in.

RUTH
You’ll give me my time?
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BRAD
Yeah. 

RUTH
Do you mean it? 

BRAD
Yeah. 

RUTH
I’m so happy to hear that. You’re so great. So we’ll still wait, then. There’s no hurry. 
Because you’re here. This feels great.

Pause.

BRAD
Great?

RUTH
What?

BRAD
You used the word great twice. Do you think this is great?

RUTH
Yeah. I think you’re being really great. 

(beat)
I didn’t mean that I think our situation is great. Just that you’re being really great about it. 

BRAD
Right, of course. I’m glad you think that. 

RUTH
Is the food ready? I’m hungry. 

BRAD
Me too. 

They go into the kitchen. Ruth hangs back when 
she sees that Gardner enters.

GARDNER
Wanna play a game?

RUTH
I’m done with you, all right? No more turkey, no more games. Get out. I’m in the middle of 
something with my husband.
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GARDNER
I know. What a great guy. 

RUTH
Shut up.

GARDNER
Swell fella. Next time, try “swell.”

RUTH
Leave me alone.

GARDNER
After you play a game with me, I’ll go. 

RUTH
Promise?

GARDNER
Promise.

RUTH
What game?

GARDNER
A guessing game. 

RUTH
What do I have to guess?

GARDNER
Guess why you hurt your hand. 

RUTH
I know why. I hurt it making Brad a sandwich. 

GARDNER
Guess again. 

BRAD
(from inside the kitchen)

Honey, can you come help me here?

RUTH
I’m going to go help him. 
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GARDNER
Fine, I’ll tell you. You hurt it because you’re avoiding me, Ruth. Avoiding me hurts you. 
We’re meant to be here, together, you and I. 

RUTH
You were the one who left, all right? Let’s not forget that. You avoided me first. 

GARDNER
Whenever you want me to, I’ll explain it all to you.

RUTH
I don’t want to hear it.

GARDNER
Keep ignoring me if you want, Ruth. but I think-- deep down-- I think you’re glad to see 
me. We have stuff to finish. You know that or I wouldn’t be here. Just do me a favor. Let 
me in. I loved you, remember? Despite everything else that happened, can you try to 
remember how much we loved each other? I’m not going anywhere. 

Gardner exits.

SCENE 7 

Brad and Ruth are in bed that same night. Lights 
out.

BRAD
Ow! Did you just kick me?

RUTH
Sorry. I didn’t mean to! 

Brad gets up and turns the lights on.

BRAD
No problem. 

RUTH
I’m sorry.

BRAD
I wasn’t trying to have sex. I was just trying to cuddle, you know: hello warm body, warm 
wife, hello. 

RUTH
I know. I know. I like cuddling. 
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BRAD
So what’s up? Want to talk about it?

RUTH
I don’t really know what to say.

BRAD
Want to talk about the wedding night?

RUTH
I would talk if I knew what to tell you. 

BRAD
Was it this way with other guys?

RUTH
You know there weren’t any. 

BRAD
I mean, in other ways. 

RUTH
Sometimes.

BRAD
Is it a religious thing? We’re married now, right, we’re like super married in a church 
married, so--

RUTH
No, it’s not God. God’s on your side here. 

BRAD
There aren’t sides.

RUTH
I don’t know, but I’ll fix it, I will. Just give me a little time. 

BRAD
I will. I am. 

RUTH
I know. 

BRAD
And the offer still stands, if you want to go see someone together--

RUTH
I bet we can work it out on our own. 
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BRAD
Okay. 

RUTH
Can we try again? I want to snuggle. 

BRAD
Okay. Feel free to kick me again if you need, just get me out of the way!

RUTH
Stop, I didn’t mean it. 

BRAD
Ruth, can I ask you something?

RUTH
Sure. 

BRAD
Did something happen to you?

RUTH
No. No, nothing. 

She kisses him. 

RUTH (CONT’D)
Good night, honey. 

They lie down to sleep. Ruth waits until Brad 
seems asleep then gets up. 

BRAD
Ruth?

RUTH
Just getting a cup of water. 

Ruth crosses to the kitchen.

RUTH (CONT’D)
Gardner? Gardner. 

Gardner shows up. 

GARDNER
Hey, Ruth. 
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RUTH
Okay fine. I’m in. 

GARDNER
In what?

RUTH
What do you want? Tell me what you want. 

GARDNER
I want you, Ruth. I just want you. 

RUTH
Well. Well. I can’t--

GARDNER
Remember the weekend of the drama competition? It was our first weekend really, when 
we found out about each other. All of the other kids just wanted to goof off, but you were 
so focused. 

RUTH
It was Juliet. I was obsessed with that play. You stayed up with me til three in the morning 
practicing. 

GARDNER
And you won.

RUTH
That’s when I knew I was going to do this with my life. Make theatre. Be Juliet. Write 
Juliet. 

GARDNER
I just want to be back. I want to stay up late and work. I want the winning team back 
together.

RUTH
Friends, huh? 

GARDNER
Friends.

RUTH
Can you stop being creepy and putting turkey in my fridge?

GARDNER
I was a little moody when I was first dead, you know me. I promise I’ll stop. 
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RUTH
Okay. Friends. And then you’ll go. 

GARDNER
Yup. 

RUTH
All right. You can go now. Bye, Gardner. 

GARDNER
Bye, Ruth. 

Ruth goes back the bedroom and crawls back 
into Brad’s arms. 

SCENE D 

RICO, 35, lawyer, enters through the audience. 
He stands in the house, not really onstage but not 
really in the audience. 

RICO
(to Felicity)

Oh, excuse me. I didn’t see you standing there.

FELICITY
You didn’t? I’m like the star of the play. I’ve been up here this whole time.

RICO
Sorry I came late. I usually always get to the theatre on time-- I’m a subscriber-- but today 
I was busy saving my neighbor’s cat who was stuck up in a tree.

FELICITY
That’s weird. I just heard that my neighbor’s cat got stuck up in a tree. 

RICO
Maybe we’re neighbors!

FELICITY
Old Mrs. Finker’s cat?

RICO
That’s the one! Strange. I don’t remember seeing you around before.

FELICITY
I’m still moving in. It’s my fiancee’s place. I’ll be living there soon enough. 
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RICO
Who’s your fiancee?

FELICITY
Braden. He lives on the end of the block.

RICO
Oh sure, that guy. And who are you?

FELICITY
I’m Felicity. And you are...?

RICO
Rico. Rico Suave.

FELICITY
Nice to meet you, Rico. I’m actually waiting for someone else to enter, there’s a whole big 
scene coming up. Take a seat! It should be any minute now. 

There’s an awkward pause. Felicity looks 
offstage. 

FELICITY (CONT’D)
I guess he’s late. 

RICO
Who’s coming?

FELICITY
My priest. Father Jonah.

RICO
Oh, a priest. Interesting. 

FELICITY
No no, it’s not like that. He’s not very interesting. 

RICO
If he’s not very interesting, why do you have him onstage?

FELICITY
Because it’s my play and I do what I want. 

RICO
You’re meeting him at your fiancee’s house?
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FELICITY
No, I’m meeting him in a church. This space is about to become a church. 

(as if to explain)
It’s theatre. 

RICO
You could have someone interesting onstage with you. 

Awkward pause.

FELICITY
How’s the cat?

RICO
Don’t worry. The pussy cat is fine.

FELICITY
Is she? Good.

RICO
Does Brandon like cats?

FELICITY
Braden doesn’t really like them, no. I keep trying to get us a puppy.

RICO
I love dogs! I don’t know what I’d do without Bowser! Ohhh Bowser, come here boy!!

Rico casually sneaks up onstage next to Felicity. 
An invisible dog bounds onstage chasing Rico. 
Felicity and Rico make a big fuss over Bowser.

FELICITY
Oh he’s beautiful! Can I pet him??

RICO
Anytime you’d like. 

FELICITY
His fur is so soft.

RICO
Watch this. Bowser! Hey buddy-- fetch!

Rico throws an invisible ball into the audience. 

FELICITY
Yikes!
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RICO
Be careful, boy! There are people in those seats! 

FELICITY
Sorry ma’am! Did he hurt you?

RICO
He’s just a puppy. Looks a bit too strong, big, and tough, and way too rich and handsome, 
to be at the beginning of his puppy career but he’s actually just getting started.

(Bowser returns with the ball.)
Good boy.

FELICITY
Wow. I want a dog.

RICO
You’re welcome to come over anytime and play with him.

FELICITY
Really? I don’t know... I might get puppy fever and then I’ll really be in trouble with 
Braden!

RICO
How on earth are you in trouble with him?

FELICITY
Oh, it’s a long story.

RICO
I know. I’ll have you two over for a barbecue. Maybe you both just need to get out of the 
house. 

FELICITY
Getting him out of the house is no problem. It’s getting him out of the office that’s the real 
challenge.

RICO
What’s a guy doing cooped up in his office when he’s got a girl like you waiting at home?

FELICITY
I don’t wait at home!

RICO
Oops, didn’t mean--

FELICITY
He just got this new job managing a big museum in town and his boss is a real craze-o.
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RICO
I bet his boss doesn’t have your pretty smile.

FELICITY
No, he doesn’t. 

(beat)
Hey there Rico, I thought we were just being neighborly. Are you flirting with me?

RICO
Is it bad if I am?

FELICITY
Yes.

RICO
Then, no.

(beat)
I just hate to see a girl like you so sad and not be able to lift a finger about it.

FELICITY
Thanks for your trouble. I guess Father’s not coming. Well, then.  Goodbye, Rico.

They start to walk apart. Felicity turns back 
around.

FELICITY (CONT’D)
If you did... lift a finger... I wonder what that would be like. 

(beat)
NO I DON’T. Forget it.

RICO
Hey, Bowser. Time to go home. See you around the neighborhood, Felicity.

Rico exits.

FELICITY
Oh no. 

Felicity exits.

SCENE 8

Amy and Ruth stop reading the previous pages. 
It’s a week later.

AMY
I’m glad you’ve been writing.
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RUTH
She finally has an antagonist now. The first scenes were-- well, they were missing a thing 
to fight against, you know? I thought, should I bring Braden onstage, have them fight? And 
then I thought, no, there’s gotta be someone else getting in between them and their 
marriage. This guy, Rico Suave. 

AMY
The pussy cat? That’s innuendo, right? It’s bad innuendo.

RUTH
It’s Rico Suave. He’s like, doing a thing. I don’t know, I didn’t know how to write it! 

AMY
Ew, and he just stands up from the audience? I hate those. 

RUTH
I quit. 

AMY
Come on. 

RUTH
Do you even like it?

AMY
Of course I like it! Why do you want me to start with what I like? 

RUTH
You have the worst attitude of any director I’ve ever worked with.

AMY
I’m the only director you’ve ever worked with. 

Ruth exits to the kitchen.

RUTH
Do you want something?

AMY
Stop eating while we’re working! 

RUTH
I’m not working anymore. I gave up.

AMY
Is this sexy to you, that he’s a theatre subscriber?
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RUTH
DUH. 

Amy keeps reading the pages silently.

RUTH (CONT’D)
Stop reading it. I’m cutting it.

AMY
You can’t cut it now, I’ve seen it.

RUTH
You made fun of it. It’s done. It’s not going in.

AMY
Ruuuth. I don’t have anything. You can’t cut this scene.

RUTH
Yes I can.

AMY
Rico is fun! I like Rico!

RUTH
He’s not fun, you made fun of him. 

AMY
By the way, “Rico Suave” was a song in the nineties. It was by this latin-lover named 
Gerardo who wore a leather jacket and ripped jeans. Not like this Rico, who’s just a flirty 
lawyer with a dog. 

RUTH
I thought “Rico Suave” was just a name for any sexy, successful guy. Like a slang term.

Amy looks up Gerardo’s song “Rico Suave” and 
plays it out loud.

RUTH (CONT’D)
I’ll work on it. 

Brad enters.

BRAD
Hi, Ruth!

RUTH
Hi, Brad.
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BRAD
Everything okay?

RUTH
Um...

BRAD
(sees Amy)

Amy!

AMY
Brad! Speak of the devil. Here you are. 

BRAD
Hey! What’s going on?

RUTH
Amy’s just visiting. Just saying hi.

BRAD
Just saying hi?

RUTH
Yeah.

AMY
(getting stared down by Ruth)

Yeah.

BRAD
Holding pages, are you, Amy?

AMY
Just the same eight. The famous eight.

BRAD
Uh-huh.

RUTH
Why are you home?

BRAD
It’s good to see you too, Ruth.

RUTH
I just mean, what’s up? Something happen at work?
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BRAD
I was having a slow day, so... I came home to see you.

RUTH
Hi.

BRAD
Hi.

After a moment, he dives and grabs Amy’s pages 
before Ruth can intervene. 

RUTH
No!

AMY
Brad!

BRAD
I gotta see them. 

RUTH
They’re not any good.

BRAD
That’s what you always say.

RUTH
They’re not! Really! Please don’t read them.

BRAD
Sorry.

RUTH
Bradley. Honey. My husband and Love Of My Life. Please don’t read them. They’re not 
ready.

BRAD
Sorry. At this moment, I am your producer on a reconnaissance mission. 

RUTH
You’re awful. You are totally evil and awful.

BRAD
(pause)

Rico Suave?
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RUTH
It’s just a scene.

(beat)
Are you mad?

BRAD
(beat. Then he starts to sing.)

Rico... Suave...

AMY
See Ruth, he gets it! 

Brad tries to dance with Ruth. 

BRAD
Rico.... Suave... 

(stops dancing)
I don’t remember any of the other lyrics.

AMY
Me neither.

BRAD
So, Braden has a hot neighbor. That’s fun. New little development. Do we have hot 
neighbors, Ruth?

RUTH
What? No!

BRAD
But you wish we had hot neighbors?

RUTH
There is no real life Rico! 

Gardner pops in.

GARDNER
Yes, there is! 

BRAD
Ruth, don’t worry. I like the new pages! I’m proud of you for writing. 

RUTH
Thanks. 

Brad starts to exit.
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RUTH (CONT’D)
Where are you going?

BRAD
You’re getting work done, I don’t want to spoil the magic. I’ll be back later tonight. 

RUTH
Stay here and work with us.

BRAD
(pause)

I’ll just let you two keep at it. Amy, good seeing you.

Brad exits singing the Rico Suave song.

RUTH
He’s impossible to please.

AMY
What are you talking about, he’s very easy to please. He is, in fact, pleased with you. 

RUTH
I wrote pages! I wrote them. 

AMY
I know. You did good, kid.

RUTH
Did I? Am I doing good?

AMY
How are things going with you two?

RUTH
They’re fine. Everything’s fine. 

AMY
Uh-huh. 

RUTH
What is it, Amy? I know you’re going to say it anyway so you might as well. 

AMY
Nothing. Just that I’m here for you. 

(beat)
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RUTH
Thanks. 

Pause. Amy can’t help it.

AMY
(beat)

Mister Gardner died, you know. A month ago. 

RUTH
I know. A little birdy told me.

AMY
The funeral is this weekend. There was a delay with the body so it’s late. 

GARDNER
(to Ruth)

Right now she’s like, “Ah, what do I say, I don’t want to upset Ruth”-- classic. Classic 
bossy, nosy Amy. 

AMY
They don’t know how, but they suspect it might have been suicide. 

GARDNER
There it is! And bullshit, they know how. I shot myself! Come on. I shot myself. Just say 
it. Sorry, Ruth. I was in a mood. I got a little moody. 

RUTH
And on my wedding day. That asshole. 

AMY
So he’s not the only one checking the newspaper?

RUTH
Didn’t he? You said a month ago. I don’t know, just guessing. 

AMY
Are you going to tell me what’s going on here, Ruth?

RUTH
Fine! Brad and I haven’t slept together yet.

AMY
You haven’t had sex with him yet?

RUTH
Nope.
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AMY
It’s been a month.

RUTH
It’s been a bad month! 

AMY
Give it time. It’s good you married Brad. 

RUTH
I know it is. I knew it was the right thing to do. 

GARDNER
Did Amy ever tell you why I stopped calling, Ruth? Why you never heard from me after 
that one day? Ask her. Ask her. 

RUTH
What’d you do, Amy? Threaten him?

AMY
Come on, Ruth, you know. You know. 

RUTH
What do I know?

(Pause.)
You’re the reason, you made him back off. It was you. He didn’t just lose interest, just stop 
calling. You made him. You threatened him.

AMY
Of course I did. 

RUTH
So this whole time, all these years, I thought he just lost interest and it turns out my own 
sister blackmailed him into rejecting me?

AMY
Don’t pretend like you didn’t always know deep down anyway! What did you think 
happened?

RUTH
He was a gentleman. We never went all the way. I thought that’s why-- I thought he got 
bored.

AMY
Ruth, do you hear yourself?
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RUTH
You let him stay there. With other girls! Oh my God, what if there were other girls? 

(asking Gardner)
Were there other girls after me?

GARDNER
You found Brad. What was I supposed to do? Be alone?

AMY
They weren’t my sister. 

RUTH
I thought I was the sick one but you, Amy. You let him keep teaching.

AMY
You made me promise! 

GARDNER
When I died, I came for you. For you. 

AMY
I know you can’t see it right now, but you would’ve done the same thing for me. 

RUTH
But it wasn’t you. He didn’t pick you. You were in his class and he didn’t pick you. You 
were alone then and you’re alone now.

AMY
Oh, Ruth. There are times when I have to consciously remind myself what you’ve been 
through so I don’t just rip your head off. 

RUTH
Get out, Amy. 

Amy gathers her things and exits. 

Ruth looks at Gardner.

RUTH (CONT’D)
How much of that is true?

GARDNER
All of it. It’s all true. She blackmailed me. I didn’t want to leave.

RUTH
You killed yourself?
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GARDNER
I was in a mood. 

RUTH
You should’ve come to me. I always helped with your moods.

GARDNER
Yeah, well. This is actually better. 
I missed you. I missed you so much. 

RUTH
Why did you come back?

GARDNER
There are no cops, now. There’s no school. No recess. Come on, Ruth, you know. I came 
back to go all the way. 

Pause.

RUTH
I missed you too. 

SCENE E 

Felicity is coming home. Rico is outside. There’s 
music playing as if for a party. 

RICO
A bit late, isn’t it?

FELICITY
Braden just dropped me off. We had date night. He’s just parking.

RICO
That’s sweet.

FELICITY
Thanks!

RICO
I’m having some friends over for a party. Want to come over?

FELICITY
No thanks, I’m pretty tired. 

RICO
Suit yourself. 
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FELICITY
Suit? I don’t have a suit. 

RICO
Everyone should have at least one suit. Didn’t you graduate college and grow up like 
everyone else?

FELICITY
Suit myself...

Rico exits. Felicity goes to her clothes and starts 
to think. She starts to hold items up, one by one. 

FELICITY (CONT’D)
All girly, childish clothes. Why didn’t Braden ever say anything? Have I ever even looked 
pretty, even once? Professional? Why did I buy this? Why did I buy this? Oh, mercy. I 
should give it all away. I should burn it in a ceremony. I should live off the land. Like the 
Native Americans. Why aren’t we all still Native Americans? Native Americans never wore 
suits and they grew up. I should find them. I should ask them what’s wrong with me. 
Maybe if I lived off the land, closer to nature, I would know what’s wrong with me. 
Maybe Braden would let us live on a reservation. I have to find out. 

Felicity exits, taking all of her clothes with her.

SCENE 9 

Gardner and Ruth are still in the kitchen. 

RUTH
Is it all right? I guess it kind of comes out of nowhere. I’ve been doing that lately. Like 
she’s just talking to Rico and out of nowhere is swallowed up by a pile of clothes. I’d love 
to add that stage direction: “Felicity is swallowed up by her clothes.” But would the theatre 
look at that and think, “expensive!” The costume designer will kill me. Maybe I should 
rewrite it. Maybe I should get rid of the pile of clothes.

GARDNER
Why would you do that?

RUTH
So people will like it. 

GARDNER
It’s your scene. I watched you write it. Do you like it?

RUTH
I don’t know if it works. I don’t know if I can just change mid-stream. I’ll email Amy. 
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GARDNER
Stop wanting someone else’s permission to want the things you want. Let her get 
swallowed up by a pile of clothes! Why not? It’s your play. 

RUTH
You’re still the same. You just tell me to do whatever I want, that’s always your advice. 

GARDNER
YOLO. 

RUTH
YOLO?!

GARDNER
It’s what some of my students said. They had to teach me what it means.

RUTH
Right.

GARDNER
No students in particular, I didn’t mean anything by it.

RUTH
I’m quitting for the night. See you tomorrow.

GARDNER
See you tomorrow.

RUTH
(beat)

Thanks.

Gardner smiles. 

SCENE F 

Felicity sits eating peyote with a Native American 
Chief.

FELICITY
So what is this stuff?

CHIEF
Peyote.

FELICITY
Huh. I’ve never had it.
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CHIEF
Most American girls haven’t.

FELICITY
I gotta say, most of my knowledge of Native American culture comes from the Pocahontas 
movie and the Redskins. That must make me pretty ignorant, huh?

CHIEF
Most American girls are.

FELICITY
Yikes.

CHIEF
The Pocahontas movie was a blessing and a curse to us.

(beat)
Did you see “Frozen”?

FELICITY
Of course.

CHIEF
My daughters love that movie.

FELICITY
How many daughters do you have?

CHIEF
Three.

FELICITY
Am I supposed to be feeling something from this stuff?

CHIEF
Give it a minute. 

She does.

FELICITY
Whoa, YIKES! What do you all use this for?

CHIEF
Getting in touch with Spirit.

FELICITY
Cool! Do I get a spirit animal? Braden won’t let me get a puppy, maybe he’ll let me get a 
spirit animal.
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CHIEF
I never said anything about spirit animals. That’s a gross stereotype. 

FELICITY
Gosh, I’m sorry! I totally take it back. 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, a true Native American 
saint, walks onstage.

FELICITY (CONT’D)
Hey, I know you! You’re Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, a true Native American saint! You’re 
one of my very favorites.

CHIEF
Dang it. It’s her again. 

ST. KATERI
What are you doing, Felicity? Put that evil stuff down!

FELICITY
I was just trying it. This Chief said his tribe uses it in ancient rituals.

ST. KATERI
That’s no chief, that’s just a bum in a headdress.

CHIEF
That’s a bit dismissive.

FELICITY
So what is this stuff?

(Chief shrugs.)
I thought we were bonding.

ST. KATERI
(to Chief)

Get out of here! Get out! You oughta be ashamed of yourself. Mocking a culture and 
tricking an innocent girl.

CHIEF
Namaste.

ST. KATERI
Get out!

Chief exits.

FELICITY
But I asked. I wanted to know what it was like. 
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ST. KATERI
Why?

FELICITY
Braden says I’m too immature to get married after all. I thought if I had all these 
experiences, then I’d be able to prove him wrong. I guess not. 

ST. KATERI
Bad experiences aren’t experiences worth having at all. Why don’t you try some good 
experiences, if you want to become less naive? Volunteer in Calcutta, or--

FELICITY
That’s it! That’s a great idea. That’s where I’ll go next. To CALCUTTA!

ST. KATERI
Not until after... 

Father Jonah enters, giggling.

FR. JONAH 
Why hello, Felicity! You’re looking a little green in the face. 

ST. KATERI
Give her a minute, Father. It was nice meeting you, Felicity. I’ll be praying for you.

FELICITY
Please do! 

St. Kateri exits. 

FELICITY (CONT’D)
Father, can I go to confession? 

FR. JONAH
Can you? Fr. Jonah is my name, and eating sins is my game.

FELICITY
You’re such a nerd.

FR. JONAH
Hey, watch it. That’s a priest you’re talking to.

Felicity and Father Jonah sit. He puts his purple 
confession stole on. 

FELICITY
I did drugs. I got tricked by some bum in a headdress. I’m probably a racist, though I’d 
rather not be. I got a visit from a saint, though. That was pretty cool. 
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FR. JONAH
Anything else?

FELICITY
I don’t know who I am or what I’m doing with my life.

FR. JONAH
You’re young, that’s normal.

FELICITY
You’re young, you’re my age, and you’re already a priest.

FR. JONAH
Yeah but I’m special. 

FELICITY
That’s clear.

FR. JONAH
Any other sins to confess, besides sassiness to a priest?

FELICITY
(beat)

Nothing else. I can’t think of anything. I miss Braden. He’s probably having his bachelor 
party in a library and I’m off being a raging sinner.

FR. JONAH
You’re a mild sinner. Don’t brag. For your penance, say one Our Father and one Hail 
Mary. I absolve you of your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

FELICITY
Thank you.

FR. JONAH
Felicity, can I ask you something?

FELICITY
Sure Father, anything. 

FR. JONAH
Do you actually want to marry Braden?

FELICITY
Course I do. I love him. Why?

FR. JONAH
It just seems like you’re running from something. If not Braden, then what?
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Felicity bolts up from her chair and dashes 
across the stage. She is an Olympic runner, 
running first across the finish line. A reporter 
swarms. 

REPORTER
Felicity. How does it feel to have broken the world record?

FELICITY
Feels great, Jan. I feel on top of my game. 

REPORTER
How do you train?

FELICITY
With a vegan diet and lots of audiobooks!

(Reporter laughs loudly, good-naturedly)
No really, though. Practice makes perfect! 

REPORTER
Felicity, you’re now the best runner in the world! What’s your secret?

FELICITY
(pause)

What’s my secret?... What is my secret?

Rico enters. 

RICO
The secret is, you gotta be running to someone good. Isn’t that it, Felicity?

FELICITY
INTERMISSION!

REPORTER
You heard it hear first, America. Felicity, the best runner in the world, is taking an 
intermission from her career after winning the 400.  Astounding. Just astounding. 

Reporter exits.

INTERMISSION.
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ACT TWO

SCENE 10

Ruth and Gardner are writing together again. 

GARDNER
It’s fun! I love it. I love the Olympics.

RUTH
I’m finally writing again. I don’t even care if it’s fun. I’ve written more in the last two days 
than I did the last two weeks. 

GARDNER
Well you can’t have an intermission, that’s clear. The play’s way too short and you’ll lose 
all your momentum.

RUTH
You think? But I like that line. It’s funny. 

GARDNER
Okay well then have Father Jonah come onstage next and call off the intermission. 

RUTH
That’s a great idea! Hold on. 

SCENE G

Back in the previous scene. Felicity is in her 
exact same position. Rico is offstage.

FELICITY
Intermission!

Father Jonah enters. 

FR. JONAH
What intermission? No! I’m just starting to get into this whole play thing. You can’t take a 
break now. It’s lazy, that’s what I think. Intermissions are lazy. 

FELICITY
But I want one. 

FR. JONAH
Why?
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FELICITY
I need some time to think!

FR. JONAH
Okay, so let’s think.

FELICITY
Thinking isn’t very dramatic. I was hoping to do it while they’re all gone buying candy.

FR. JONAH
What’s going on with you?

FELICITY
Braden and I are fighting.

FR. JONAH
Whoa! Hold on. Girl talk? I don’t wanna hear this. 

FELICITY
What, why not? You’re my best friend! I need you!

FR. JONAH
This sounds like romantic, messy mumbo-jumbo and I don’t want to get in the middle! 

FELICITY
You have to! I need your help.

FR. JONAH
Lalalala... Bye, Felicity. I’m out of here.

FELICITY
Can I go to confession?

They assume the positions.

FR. JONAH
Don’t think I don’t know that this is a trap... 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

FELICITY
Bless me Father for I have sinned. It has been ten minutes since my last confession. I have 
feelings for my neighbor. He listens to me. We just sat on his couch and talked for two 
hours. Even Braden and I never talk like that. 

FR. JONAH
Do you try to talk to Braden like that?
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FELICITY
He’s so nice. I don’t want to bother him with me. 

FR. JONAH
It seems to me like that’s the point of the whole fiance thing, but what do I know? 

FELICITY
(beat)

I’ll stop seeing Rico. I’ll just ignore him when I walk by. 

FR. JONAH
Is that all you have to confess?

FELICITY
For today.

FR. JONAH
For your penance, say a Rosary and beg God for wisdom. On your knees.

FELICITY
Whoa, Father. 

FR. JONAH
Is this a game to you? Is it just a play? Or is this real life, Felicity? What are you going to 
do in real life-- you have to ask yourself that, and ask the Lord, and listen. 

FELICITY
Yes, Father.

FR. JONAH
All right, then. Say that Rosary and pray. Through the ministry of the Church, may God 
give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you of your sins in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

FELICITY
Amen. Thank you, Father. 

Felicity exits. Saint Kateri enters. 

FR. JONAH
Oh, good thing you’re here. I’m worried about her.

ST. KATERI 
I know. Me too. 

FR. JONAH
What do we do? What can we do?
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ST. KATERI
Pray.

FR. JONAH
Obviously. Do you know this neighbor guy?

ST. KATERI
I’ve been keeping an eye on him... I don’t like it. I don’t like it at all. 

FR. JONAH
Mercy. 

They both make the sign of the cross, solemnly. 

SCENE 11

New day, around 5pm. Brad reads an email at 
work. It’s good news. He calls Ruth. Ruth 
answers the phone and talks to him from their 
apartment.

BRAD
Ruth! Ruth, I got it!

RUTH
Hi honey! Got what?

BRAD
I got the contract with the city. The Shakespeare project. It came through, it’s happening!

RUTH
Oh, wow.

BRAD
Education will handle all the details, programming, et cetera, but yeah. Eight hundred public 
school kids coming to Penguin Theatre for Shakespeare in the fall. Isn’t that great?

RUTH
Wow-- wow. Public school students? I didn’t know they were students.

BRAD
Yeah, remember? To get public schools in you have to go through this whole thing with the 
city... I told you.

RUTH
Right, right, of course. 
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BRAD
And it’s not gonna be like, Shakespeare in pantaloons either, Mischa finally approved the 
troupe I wanted and they’re really great, they’re all in... I can’t wait to tell you all about it. 

RUTH
I can’t wait to hear all about this thing with the students.

BRAD
Ah, I needed this. I needed a win. Wanna go out tonight and celebrate? Let’s finally go to 
that fancy Chinese place near Penguin! I’ll meet you there in an hour?

RUTH
Sure honey, sounds great. I can’t wait to celebrate you. See you soon. 

Brad hangs up and bounds off, excited. Ruth 
crumples and calls Amy. 

AMY
This better be an apology. 

RUTH
Amy I’m sorry, please don’t hang up. I’m sorry. 

AMY
Oh? Why shouldn’t I hang up? Why shouldn’t I GET OUT?

RUTH
Brad’s going to head up some sort of some sort of city-wide public school Shakespeare 
thing at Penguin. 

AMY
That’s great. 

RUTH
I knew it was a thing with the city but I had no idea it was for students.

AMY
Who else would it be for? 

RUTH
He didn’t mention it. I don’t know. Maybe he did but I don’t remember. I feel like I 
would’ve remembered.

AMY
Ruth, oh, no. No, no, don’t worry. It’s different. He’s totally different than--
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RUTH
Brad’s great with kids. 

AMY
Lots of men are great with kids and don’t date them. 

RUTH
He called it a win.

AMY
Ruth, trust me, Brad is totally fine. 

RUTH
He lied.

AMY
He didn’t lie. You didn’t listen. 

RUTH
How would I know?

AMY
I know! This is just a good thing, just a business thing. 

RUTH
I did my best. I said supportive things. We’re going out to celebrate.

AMY
Good for you! 

RUTH
What if my picker’s broken?

AMY
It’s not.

RUTH
Amy you didn’t hear him. He was so excited about this project with students. And he lied.

AMY
He’s not excited about the students. He’s excited about the job. And I don’t think he lied! 
He probably didn’t bring it up because it’s not even on his radar, who else would Penguin 
be bringing Shakespeare to in the city? It’s a common deal and Brad had to work hard to 
get it, that’s all. 

RUTH
Maybe you’re right but I can’t hear the difference.
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AMY
I can.

RUTH
Gardner’s funeral is tomorrow. It’s tomorrow. Tomorrow morning at home, at St. Martha’s. 
You’re right, I looked it up.  What am I going to do? Should I go? 

AMY
No don’t go! Unless you want to go. Do you want to go? 

RUTH
No. I don’t know. Would you go with me? Maybe I should go pray for him. 

AMY
Don’t pray for him, he’s probably burning in hell. Yes I’d go with you. Why’d you move 
so damn far? I’m coming and I’m telling Brad to start job hunting up here asap. 

RUTH
Don’t come. I’m fine.

AMY
I’m packing as we speak. 

RUTH
Don’t pack!

AMY
I have to go see a show tonight but when it ends-- and it might never, it’s got what’s-his-
name from that TV show I hate-- I’m hopping on the bus. A bus, Ruth. Because that’s love.  
I’ll be there at early-ass o’clock tomorrow and we can decide about the funeral then. I’m 
even gonna sleep on your couch! I’ll see you soon wash some sheets for me don’t argue I 
love you bye. 

RUTH
Bye Amy. You’re the best.

AMY
I know. Oh! And wear something pretty to dinner. He’s your husband. I don’t even know 
what you look like right now but I know you need to change. 

Amy hangs up.

RUTH
Bye, Amy. 

Gardner enters. Ruth starts to walk to her closet 
and he stops her.
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GARDNER
He reminds me of me when I was his age.

RUTH
Now’s not a good time. I gotta get dressed. For my date. 

GARDNER
I brought you a present. 

RUTH
Why?

GARDNER
It’s a wedding present. I meant to give it to you sooner but I was waiting for the right 
moment. I figured tonight, on the eve of my funeral... poetic. 

Gardner takes out the present.

RUTH
(pause)

I don’t want it. 

GARDNER
Oh?

RUTH
Nope. I’m going to be late. I have to get dressed.

GARDNER
Not like it’s anything/ I haven’t-- 

RUTH
You shut your mouth. 

GARDNER
Brad’s got good ideas. A smart head. 

RUTH
I know that.

GARDNER
You’re scared he’s like me.

RUTH
Amy says he’s not. I trust her.

GARDNER
Lying is how it starts, Ruth.
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RUTH
He didn’t lie. I just wasn’t paying attention.

GARDNER
You know my English classes always had the highest test scores? And my drama teams 
won more competitions than any other school. You won competitions.

RUTH
That was a long time ago.

GARDNER
First place. With your Juliet. Everyone does Romeo and Juliet! But you nailed it. You were 
her. 

RUTH
What’s your point?

GARDNER
My point is, we had a lot of fun. And Brad’s gonna have a lot of fun teaching. Especially 
Shakespeare.

RUTH
He’s not teaching.

GARDNER
Teenagers really get Shakespeare, they do. Love, revenge, suicide... they understand all that 
stuff. Like you did. 

RUTH
All right. 

GARDNER
Aren’t you even a little bit curious what I’m giving you?

Ruth takes the present. She slowly opens it. 
She’s shocked. A little moved.

RUTH
You kept this?

GARDNER
Do you like it?

RUTH
I don’t know.
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GARDNER
It was your winning moment. It was our start.

Ruth takes a stage dagger out of the box. It’s 
Shakespeare-prop looking.

RUTH
Juliet’s dagger. 

GARDNER
I thought it’d be romantic. 

RUTH
Gardner. 

GARDNER
Do you like the present?

RUTH
I can’t believe you kept it all this time. It’s weird.

GARDNER
But that’s not a no! We still have a chance.

RUTH
I don’t know, Gardner! I don’t know what to do with you. I’ve never known what to do 
with you. Why me? Why on earth are you still here?

GARDNER
I love you. 

RUTH
But it’s weird.

GARDNER
But it’s not. Now it’s actually not. Now I’m actually forty and you’re actually thirty--

RUTH
Twenty-nine--

GARDNER
It’s like what we talked about. Remember? “Let’s pretend that I’m thirty and you’re forty.” 
Now’s the perfect time. 

RUTH
I’m married and you’re dead, how is that perfect? 
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GARDNER
You liked the present. 
The present can fix the small things. 

RUTH
Are you serious?

GARDNER
You gotta admit, it’s easy. Elegant. 

RUTH
Gardner. I can’t. I can’t ever. I’d go to hell. 

GARDNER
How do you know this isn’t God’s way of bringing us together?

RUTH
You are not-- of all the things--

GARDNER
We’re meant to be! We’re Romeo and Juliet! 

RUTH
Get out, Gardner. I mean it. Get out of my sight and out of my house and out of my life. I 
am warning you. 

GARDNER
Now who’s the moody one?

(beat)
I’ll check back in a bit. Think it over. 

RUTH
(holds out the dagger)

Take this with you.

GARDNER
It’s a gift.

Gardner exits. Ruth stands, holding the knife.

SCENE H

Felicity is crying in Barbara’s arms.

FELICITY
So then he said that he didn’t know if he could be in a relationship with someone so 
immature, let alone a marriage. 
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BARBARA
Oh, honey. Oh my sweet baby. 

FELICITY
What if he’s right? What if I am too immature? I don’t even know who I am. I’m not an 
alien princess, or a soldier, or a saint... I’m just some random girl. And I’m damaged. I’m 
all messed up. 

BARBARA
Honey, you’re not damaged. You’re not.

FELICITY
(beat)

I gotta go talk to him. I gotta go find him. Love you, Mom. 

BARBARA
Love you too. 

Barbara exits. Felicity walks the long way to 
Braden’s house. Rico is waiting out there for her. 

RICO
Hey Felicity! Long time, no see. 

FELICITY
Have you seen Braden?

RICO
He left a couple of hours ago. Seemed pretty mad. 

FELICITY
Dang it!

RICO
Why, what happened?

FELICITY
Nothing. 

She sits. 

RICO
Want to talk about it?

FELICITY
No. I’m just going to sit here and wait for him.
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RICO
Okay... want to talk about something else?

FELICITY
Not really. 

FELICITY (CONT’D)
(beat)

Can I ask you a question?

RICO
Anything.

FELICITY
Do you ever get the feeling that you’ve done something wrong but you don’t know what it 
is? No matter what I do I just can’t shake the feeling that somehow, I’ve done my whole 
life the wrong way. 

RICO
I think everyone has that feeling sometimes. 

FELICITY
Do you?

RICO
Sure I do. It’s cold outside.

FELICITY
I’m fine. 

RICO
Why don’t you step inside my place just for a minute and we can keep talking? It’s way too 
cold. When you see him coming you can run right outside. 

FELICITY
Okay. Thanks.

Felicity and Rico exit together. 

SCENE 12

It’s about 7:30 pm the same night as the phone 
call. Amy’s on her way to DC. Ruth is in the 
same outfit as before. The dagger sits next to her. 
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She’s writing. She’s reading her bible. Felicity 
stands at the ready. 

RUTH
He called to them, and said to them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a... a kingdom... 
If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.

RUTH (CONT’D)
And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 

Brad enters, still in his work clothes.

BRAD
Ruth? Ruth, are you here?

RUTH
Brad.

BRAD
Are you dead?

RUTH
No.

BRAD
Are you hurt? Is your phone dead or hurt?

RUTH
No, Brad, just let me explain--

BRAD
Then I don’t know what to think. I think we need a break.

RUTH
I don’t! Brad.

BRAD
This is the first good day I’ve had in a month. The first day where I went into my boss’s 
office and didn’t have to swallow a bunch of crap, I did some good business for the 
company and made everyone proud. But the only person I cared about caring about my 
success is you.

RUTH
I do care.
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BRAD
If you cared you could’ve at least called, you could’ve answered my calls... I’d have 
understood. When have I not understood? I rushed home because I thought something bad 
happened to you. 

RUTH
I know.

BRAD
This is the first day in our entire marriage that I’ve asked for your support. Where were 
you?

RUTH
I was here. I’m just-- here. I’m stuck.

Brad starts to pack up. 

RUTH (CONT’D)
Please don’t pack. Please, Brad, oh my God, don’t go. It was just a hard night. Amy’s on 
her way down to help me. 

BRAD
Why can’t I help you? Why do you have to run to Amy? 

(beat)
Is there someone else, some other guy? I feel ridiculous even asking. 

RUTH
You’re the only real man I’ve ever loved, Brad, you know that. 

BRAD
If I’d known marriage was going to be like this I would’ve just stayed engaged to you, 
because that Ruth, my fiancee Ruth, was really excited to marry me. I spent months happy, 
thinking, “how could a girl so smart and kind and beautiful want to be my wife, how did I 
trick her into that?”

RUTH
I do, I so want to be your wife. Please don’t pack up.

BRAD
Then where were you? I really mean it when I say, Ruth, that I wish you had a real excuse 
more than you do. Give me a reason to put this bag down. Where were you?

RUTH
I was just here, I was stuck here. I kept trying to come. I kept trying to get dressed, put on 
something nice... I couldn’t get it right. I couldn’t leave the house. 
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BRAD
So that’s it.

RUTH
I don’t know what else to say. I don’t have a big reason. 

BRAD
I need some air. 

Brad exits with a bag of stuff. Ruth crumples. 

SCENE 13

It’s the same night, midnight. Amy still hasn’t 
shown up. Brad is gone. Gardner’s on the couch. 
Ruth is near a door or window, waiting for Brad. 
She wears his shirt over her going-out clothes. 
She holds Brad’s running shoes. 

GARDNER
Ruth, would you just come sit with me? 

RUTH
I want to see him the minute he’s in view. 

GARDNER
He’s not coming back. 

RUTH
He left his running shoes. 

GARDNER
Enough about the shoes already!

RUTH
If he really wanted to leave, he’d have taken his running shoes. 

GARDNER
Maybe he’ll just buy a new pair. 

RUTH
Not by tomorrow. Not by five a.m.

GARDNER
Would you just come sit with me? You’re tired. I can tell that you’re tired.

  Conversations I've Never Had  |  85.



RUTH
No funny business?

Ruth sits on the couch.

GARDNER
Ruth, we spent the whole evening together! Our first real time together in what feels like a 
lifetime!

(beat)
Sorry, sorry. Too soon? 

RUTH
I’m finally lonely enough. You wanted to get me good and lonely, didn’t you?

GARDNER
Not really. I just want you to myself. You’re not lonely when I’m here, right?

Gardner puts his arm around Ruth.

RUTH
Isn’t that the awful secret, though? That I don’t mind? 

GARDNER
You’re my last stop.
Ruth, look at me. 

RUTH
No. 

Ruth hugs Brad’s trainers close.

GARDNER
I can tell you still feel it when you look at me. 

RUTH
No. 

GARDNER
Ruth... I’m here. Brad left you. I’m still here.

RUTH
He’s coming back. 
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GARDNER
Ruth, this is our moment. And you know what I think? I don’t know much about being a 
ghost, this is my first time haunting somebody, but I think... I think if you didn’t want to 
see me, like if you actually didn’t want to see me, you wouldn’t be able to. Some nasty, 
sweaty running shoes are not a partner. I want to be your partner. Say what you want about 
back then-- it was weird, whatever, wrong, but I was just a young guy in love with a 
young girl. Thirteen and twenty-three. In a different era, in Shakespeare’s day, that 
would’ve just been a normal engagement. And I’m still here. I’m not some creep using my 
dead powers to stare at little girls or something. I came to find you because you’re the love 
of my life and I want to spend the rest of my death with you. 

RUTH
It’s a sin. I’d go straight to hell and then we wouldn’t be together. 

GARDNER
I did it. I didn’t go straight to hell. Well, I sort of did. Watching you and Brad together is 
my own special little hell. 

RUTH
Is there Heaven? Am I right? Am I even doing all of this right?

GARDNER
There’s only one way to find out. Please, Ruth.

RUTH
It’s a prop knife.

GARDNER
Not anymore.

RUTH
You sharpened it?

GARDNER
I was in a mood. I was going to use it myself but then I thought, no. That’s Ruth’s. She 
deserves to have it back.

RUTH
Does death get rid of your moods?

GARDNER
You get rid of my moods.

RUTH
I should go find Brad. I should keep writing. I should pray. I should call Amy. I should-- 
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Gardner kisses Ruth. After a moment, she pulls 
away.

RUTH (CONT’D)
Gardner.

GARDNER
Ruth, I love you.

Gardner holds out the dagger for Ruth.

She starts to take the dagger. Gardner and Ruth 
are both holding it.

RUTH
I can’t, Gardner. I can’t. For the first time. I mind.  

Ruth and Gardner struggle over the dagger. 

Ruth breaks free of the dagger and it falls to the 
floor. Ruth cries. She has a cut on her hand. Brad 
enters. Brad runs to her. 

BRAD
RUTH! Ruth are you okay, are you hurt, did you hurt yourself?

GARDNER
Ruth you’re still the same, you still ruin everything. Don’t you ever forget who you are, 
Ruth, that I made you who you are. You’re mine forever. That’s what you promised. You 
liar, you ruiner, you slut. You’re putting me in a mood, Ruth. 

BRAD
Is this a dagger?

Brad rushes into the kitchen for the first aid kit. 

Gardner is watching from the corner of the room.

Brad reenters with the kit.

RUTH
It was a wedding present. I didn’t know it was sharp. I honestly didn’t believe it’d be that 
sharp. 

BRAD
You opened some wedding presents while I was gone?
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RUTH
Just one. Just this one. 

Brad finishes putting the bandage on Ruth.

BRAD
Who’s it from?

Ruth is silent.

BRAD (CONT’D)
I’m not playing this game. I just came back for my shoes.

Ruth jumps for the shoes and holds them.

BRAD (CONT’D)
I don’t want to be the guy who walks out, you know, Ruth? I want to be the husband stays 
and fixes it with you. 

RUTH
(breath)

When I was thirteen, I had a relationship with my drama teacher. Mister Gardner. Gardner. 
That was his name. I never called him by his first name.

BRAD
Oh. Oh, Ruth. 

RUTH
It was abuse, technically, I guess. I know. I know it was. I thought it was my fault, because 
I was a prude, because we never went all the way. He was everything to me. He was the 
love of my life. He was Romeo. And then he left and there was no one else. Until you. 

(beat)
You weren’t complicated. You liked me. I don’t know why, but you did. You made me 
laugh. You didn’t make me feel ashamed. I started forgetting him. But when we got 
married... I feel like he’s watching me all the time... Aren’t I crazy? I’m a grown woman. 
But I’m afraid he’ll be mad at me. I’m afraid of getting in trouble. I’m afraid of being a 
sinner. I know being with you isn’t a sin, it’s like the opposite of sin, it’s love... It all still 
feels like sin. Even a little inch of intimacy... It’s overwhelming.

(beat)
Gardner killed himself last month. On our wedding day. He shot himself on our wedding 
day. 

Long silence. 

BRAD
I love you, Ruth.
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RUTH
I know. 

Brad comes over to her.

BRAD
Ruth, I’m never leaving you, all right? Just please, God, know that I’m not going 
anywhere. Not now, not ever. 

RUTH
I want be your wife, Bradley Havel. For now, for real, and for ever. Even with my ghosts.

BRAD
I want to be your husband, Ruth Havel. For now, for real, and for ever. Even with my 
ghosts. 

Brad and Ruth kiss. They kiss for a little while. 
They go back to being comfortable together.

Amy knocks on the door. 

RUTH
Oh. Oh, dear. 

BRAD
Amy?

RUTH
She was already on the bus-- I didn’t know what to do... I would’ve needed her if you 
weren’t-- well... She’s even sleeping on the couch.

AMY (O.S.)
Ruth, you better open this door! It’s cold, I’m hungry, and I smell like a bus!

BRAD
(pause)

Well go let her in, go, go!

Ruth kisses Brad.

RUTH
I love you. 

BRAD
I love you.
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Ruth and Brad get up to open the door. Amy 
enters with a big bag.

RUTH
Amy!

BRAD
Good to have you. Let me take that. 

Brad takes Amy’s bag.

AMY
Oh my word. The bus. Never again, I don’t care how messed up you are... Brad, did you 
straighten her out? Thank God for you, Brad, thank God for you... are you just gonna 
stand there or are you going to make me coffee already?

Brad and Amy exit to the kitchen to make the 
coffee. 

Gardner approaches Ruth.

GARDNER
You didn’t really mean it, did you, Ruth? Ruth?

RUTH
I’m going to stay here, Gardner. I’m going to stay here. Take this back. I forgive you. 
You’re... released. 

GARDNER
I’m still here.

Ruth walks to her computer and starts to type. 
Felicity, Father Jonah, and Barbara enter. Ruth 
erases what she’d typed. Father Jonah steps 
forward.

FR. JONAH
It’s not a sin to kill someone who’s already dead, Ruth. Just trust me. I’m a priest. 

Ruth hesitates. She writes. Barbara steps up.

BARBARA
Oh, is that what this is about? Go ahead, dear. Write it in. This is theatre anyway, right? 
Nothing counts? Or does it. 
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Ruth is scared. She writes. Felicity steps 
forward. 

FELICITY
Ruth, listen to me. It’s not your fault. You don’t have to carry it anymore. Give it to me. It’s 
all going to be all right. 

RUTH
Stage direction: Gardner dies. 

GARDNER
Gardner dies? You can’t kill me, I’m already dead! It won’t do any good, Ruth. Watch. 
This is how you do a stage death Romeo and Juliet style, everybody! 

Gardner walks downstage with the dagger. Very 
dramatically, he fully does what he described. He 
expects the stab to have no effect. It does. He 
realizes that he is actually dying. 

GARDNER (CONT’D)
Ruth, you ruin everything...

Gardner dies. 

Felicity, Barbara and Father Jonah gather around 
his body.

BARBARA
Oh, my. And just on the sidewalk like this.

FR. JONAH
Maybe I should’ve given him last rites first. 

BARBARA
Is this going to make us late for the rehearsal dinner? I hate to be late.

FELICITY
He’s totally dead. Well done, Ruth. 

FR. JONAH
Super dead.

FELICITY
We can’t just leave him. What do we do with him?
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FR. JONAH
I don’t know. 

FELICITY
What do you mean you don’t know? You’re the priest!

BARBARA
Does he have any family?

FELICITY
I always hate it when people don’t have any family.

FR. JONAH
I should give him last rites. 

FELICITY
Gross. He’s bleeding everywhere. Can we do the rites offstage?

FR. JONAH
I guess we’d better. I’ve never said a funeral before. 

They start to try to pick up his body.

FELICITY
No, you take the feet, I don’t want them, they’re smelly.

FR. JONAH
Always sassy. Sassy to a priest! 

BARBARA
Let’s be quick about it, places to be...

FELICITY
Oh! I feel like I should...

(to the audience; ceremoniously)
End of play.

FR. JONAH
Theatre nerds.

Felicity and Father Jonah exit with Gardner’s 
body, still arguing. 

End of play. 
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